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THE EYOT CENTRE GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT – February 2024 

 
Risk Rating Key 
 
LIKELIHOOD   SCORE 1–5 – the more likely it is that the hazard occurs the higher the score  
CONSEQUENCES SCORE 1–5 – the level of harm that will arise – the more harm the greater the score  
 
The Likelihood score is multiplied by the Consequences score to assess whether the risk is acceptable and the level of action required to control the risk. 
 
Total Score  =  1-6  Low risk  - Activity can take place 
Total Score =  8-15  Medium risk  - Put extra measures in place for activity to continue 
Total Score = 16-25  High risk  - Activity should not take place as planned. 
 

Risk / Hazard 
Persons 

Endangered 
Likelihood 

Score 
Consequence 

Score 
Total 
Score 

Control Further Action / 
Notes 

Areas Surrounding Clubhouse 

Car Parking area in 
front of Boathouses 
– Knocked down by 
vehicle 

All participants 2 5 10 Access only by supervised permission – locked chain restricting access to 
area. 

Trailers to be brought 
into area with 
assistance of banksman 

River frontage – 
falling into river  / 
drowning 

All participants 2 5 10 Session participants to be fitted with suitable buoyancy aids at all times 
whilst on or near the river – Flotation rings and throw lines sited at 
water’s edge. No participants beyond the riverside fence or on the landing 
stage unless supervised 

Coaches to be aware of 
participants with limited 
swimming ability 

Unloading / 
reloading of boats 
from racks – general 
injuries 

All participants 3 3 9 Participants to be made aware to check behind them and be aware of 
others as they unload / reload boats. Additional care when lifting at 
height, seek assistance 

Supervision by coaches 
at all times 

Carrying boats to 
and from Riverbank 
– back injuries 

All participants 3 3 9 Participants to be briefed on correct methods for handling, lifting and 
carrying of all varieties of boats. 

Supervision by coaches 
at all times. 
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Risk / Hazard 
Persons 

Endangered 
Likelihood 

Score 
Consequence 

Score 
Total 
Score 

Control Further Action / 
Notes 

Areas Surrounding Clubhouse cont . . . 

Carrying paddles to 
and from riverbank 
– head / body 
injuries 

All participants 

3 3 9 

Participants to be briefed on dangers of wielding paddles without due 
care and attention 

Supervision by coaches 
at all times. 

Missing Persons All participants 
2 5 10 

Numbering / buddy system to be used, particularly paddling after dark. 
Coaches to note paddler numbers before, during and after sessions 

 

Wildlife / Geese / 
Swans active on 
Riverbank and 
immediate field 
areas 

All participants 

3 3 9 

Participants to be briefed on dangers posed by wildlife – particularly 
during times when Swans / Geese have young. 

Supervision by coaches 
at all times. 

Clubhouse – Interior 

Changing Rooms – 
Falling / Slipping 

All participants 
3 3 9 

Participants to be made aware that floors can be slippery especially at end 
of sessions – running within changing room area is forbidden. 
Signage in place to this effect. 

 

Showers – Scalding 
 

All participants 1 4 4 Showers fitted with thermostatic controls  

Water based activities 

Drowning All participants 

2 5 10 

All participants must wear suitable buoyancy aids before being allowed on 
the water.  All sessions to be conducted under correct supervision by 
qualified coaches or Centre approved supervisors.   Coaches/supervisors 
to check students wearing buoyancy aids correctly.   

Regular checks on all 
safety equipment. 
Correct supervision. 
Vigilance during 
sessions 

Capsize All participants 
3 3 9 

All participants to be fully briefed as to what to do in the event of a 
capsize.   Coaches/supervisors to ensure remainder of group know what 
to do whilst a rescue is in progress. 

Land-based capsize drill 
for beginners at start of 
season 
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Risk / Hazard 
Persons 

Endangered 
Likelihood 

Score 
Consequence 

Score 
Total 
Score 

Control Further Action / 
Notes 

Water based activities cont . . .  

Entrapment All participants 

2 5 10 

Coaches/supervisors to ensure that all boats are fitted with correct safety 
equipment and adjusted for participant prior to session. 
Coaches/supervisors to check sizes of boats being used relevant to 
participants. 
Coaches/supervisors to check that suitable footwear is being worn by all 
participants. 
Coaches/supervisors to ensure that participants only use spray decks after 
specific briefing and have demonstrated capsize / removal ability. 
Coaches/supervisors to carry appropriate safety equipment – knife / 
throw-line to assist with rescues if required. 

Coaches/supervisors to 
be vigilant at all times – 
with particular attention 
to beginners / novice 
paddlers. 

Hypothermia All participants 

2 5 10 

Coaches/supervisors to be fully aware of River / weather conditions 
before making decision to conduct sessions. 
Coaches/supervisors to ensure that all participants are wearing the 
correct level of clothing for the conditions. 
Mobile communications to be carried by coaches in the likelihood of 
inclement weather. 

In extreme conditions 
where 
Coaches/supervisors  
have deemed it safe to 
conduct sessions. 

Games All participants 

3 4 12 

In games where participants are traversing between boats 
coaches/supervisors to ensure that helmets are worn as appropriate. 
Coaches/supervisors to be aware of games where fingers can become 
trapped or crushed and take appropriate action accordingly. 

Vigilance by 
coaches/supervisors at 
all times, particularly 
with very young 
students who could 
become over-excited 

Over-hanging Trees 
/ Bushes 

All participants 

2 3 6 

All participants to be briefed as to dangers associated with being too close 
to overhanging trees and bushes – particularly in faster waters – or when 
the river is high. 
Coaches/supervisors to carry appropriate safety equipment to deal with 
any potential entrapments eg knife, throwline 

Coaches/supervisors to 
be aware of River 
conditions prior to 
taking group on water. 
Specific attention to be 
paid when using 
backwaters etc, that 
may not have been used 
for some time. 
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Risk / Hazard 
Persons 

Endangered 
Likelihood 

Score 
Consequence 

Score 
Total 
Score 

Control Further Action / 
Notes 

Water based activities cont . . .  

Hidden / 
submerged Objects 

All participants 

2 4 8 

All participants to be briefed as to the dangers of approaching submerged 
objects and to remain vigilant for possible hidden obstructions. 

Coaches/supervisors to 
be vigilant at all times, 
particularly during 
darkness and where 
river is high and running 
fast. 

Weil’s Disease All participants 

2 5 10 

Coaches/supervisors to be fully aware of possible symptoms. 
Participants to be briefed on dangers of Weils Disease and how it can be 
contracted. 
All participants to be made aware of importance of cleanliness after 
paddling. 

Participants warned to 
seek medical advice if 
they believe they have 
been infected or are 
showing symptoms. 

Sunburn / 
Dehydration 

All participants 
2 5 10 

Participants to be briefed to wear correct levels of sun protection and to 
take sufficient fluids with them on any extended sessions where weather 
is likely to be hot. Head protection advised during extreme hot weather. 

 

Anglers All participants 

3 3 9 

All participants to be warned to steer clear of fishing lines. 
Participants to be warned of the dangers of entanglement in old lines 
particularly at the water’s edge and on less frequented routes. 

Coaches/supervisors to 
be aware of angling 
season and steer groups 
away from anglers. 

Boats / Other raft 
on River 

All participants 

3 3 9 

All participants to be briefed on the dangers of powered / unpowered 
craft on the river specifically rowing boats / large pleasure boats which 
may not be able to see the paddler(s). 

Coaches/supervisors to 
be vigilant at all times, 
particularly during 
summer months when 
river traffic is high. 

River water quality All participants 

3 4 9 

All participants to be briefed about poor water quality due to pollution 
from storm overflows. Ensure proper hygiene (hand and face washing) if 
eating during or after water sessions. 

Likelihood increases 
during periods of high 
rain or when paddling 
close to storm overflows 


