BELL BOAT HELMS TO OPERATE UNDER RIVER RED/YELLOW CONDITIONS
AND AFTER DARK

This document outlines the additional site specific training and assessment that is required to
enable qualified British Canoeing bell boat helps to helm under Environment Agency Yellow and Red
conditions and after dark. The British Canoeing Bell Boat helm qualification allows holders to
operate on Very Sheltered Water.

On satisfactory completion of the assessment, bell boat helms will be put on a register maintained
by The Eyot Centre. The assessment will be carried out and signed off by either:

e British Canoeing Level 3 coach or
e British Canoeing Level 2 coach with a Moderate Water endorsement or
e BDA Level 3 coach with the Eyot Red board Bell Boat assessment

Successful completion of the assessment will allow bell boat helms to operate between Marsh Lock
and Temple Island under EA Yellow and Red conditions and after dark. Operation outside of this area
may be permissible subject to prior agreement from the Eyot Centre Manager or a BC Level 3 coach.

The following technical skills must demonstrable by the helm:

Ferry gliding (forwards)
Breaking in and out
Turning

Coming alongside

Crew and boat balancing

The helm should have an understanding of local hazards applicable under EA Yellow and Red
conditions and paddling after dark. They should also have knowledge of how the following should be
considered when taking a bell boat on the water in the conditions previously described

Weather conditions — Cold, wind, rain, wind chill

Craft Safety Equipment — Bailers, Spare paddle, Throwline, Head Torch

River conditions (flow and wind effects) - Headwinds, quicker downstream, slower
upstream

Suitable clothing — Cags, Layers, Hat, Gloves, footwear

Lighting — all round white light. Helm is responsible for ensuring crew is properly equipped
Navigation and other river users — Stay river right, rowing crossing points and overtaking
Other hazards — weirs, bridges and islands, moored craft, overhanging trees and branches

Candidates are also expected to have read and understood the Safe Paddling Policy including the
Generic Risk Assessment. At all times helms are expected to undertake a dynamic risk assessment
both before and when on the water to take account of the prevailing conditions and capability of the
crew.

Candidate: | have read and understood the Eyot Safe Paddling Policy

Signed: Date:

Name:

Assessor: This is to certify that the candidate has successfully completed the Eyot Centre site
specific bell boat helm training.

Signed: Date:

Name:



